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THE GREAT CHINESE INVASION

A Startling Story of Events That May Possi-
bly Occur in the Y ear 1910,

BY FRANK M. EASTMAN.

CHLAPTER VIIL
THE LAY 'LE OF UBET.

Lieutenant Fullje had remained at the
head of the flume aft :r his friend’s depart-
ure, watching hisswift decent of the mount-
ain as he shot from: point to point, now
disappearing in cavernous gorges, now re-
appearing further down in the glare of the
lightning, shooting along the breast of
some precipice and again disappearing.
antil no further glimpse of him could be
obtained, and then sadly returned to his
command, For a moment he watched the
approach of the dense masses below him.
Oun ihey came, swiftly and steadily, pre-
senting a sternly ilmpressive appearance,
like the resistless sweep of some huge tidal-
wave. Their speed was considerably faster
than the ordinary march of troops, and
they had approached appreciably nearer in
the short time which had been occupied in
the departure of Haines. As Fuller turned
to write a dispateh to be sent to camp his
attention was attracted to a light upon the

snmmit of a peak distant some miles or
more upon his right. Turning s night-
glasses upon the object he saw to his sar-
prise that the peak was swarming with the
troops of the enemy.

“Humph!” he exclaimed, turning to the
sceond lieutenantof the conipany. “They’ve
stolen a march on us. Their advance guard
bas taken that peak. This 1s no place for
us. Tbey will bave us surronnded in & few
minutes.” And giving the necessary orders
he at once put the company upon its down-
ward mareh. The camp was reached in
three hours. Arriving there Fuller found
that he brought the first news of the Chi-
nese advavce and that Haines had not yet
come in. He at once concluded that he
must have been harled through some break
in the ruainous flume, and that his death
was therefore certain., Accordingly no
search parties were sent out after the miss-
lnf officer,

The news bronght by Fuller created the

eatest excitement in the American army.

‘he Chinese had been supposed to be at
least seventy-five miles distant, and their
sudden appearance atthis juncture was
highly disconcerting. Orders were at once
given to ocecupy the foot-hills above the
camp 1n force, intrenchments were thrown
up upon their crests and artiliery to arm
them was drawn up. On either hand, at a
distance of perhaps a mile, the mountain
range rose abrupuf in precipitous peaks to
an elevation of at least 3,000 feet above the
altitude of the range opposite the camp, and
continned at that height for many miles.
The mountains could, therefore, only be
crossed at a point just abreast of the camp,
aud by fortitying the foot-hills at this point
the Awmerican commaunder sought to confine
the scene of the approaching confliet to the
broken and sioping ground between the
range and the foot-hills, where the great
hambers of the Chinese could not be used
to such disadvantage to the United States
forces as upon an open plain. The plan of
the commander was judicious, and was ably
carried out. Before the sun arose on the
morrow this disposition of the army had
been carried out.

With the return of light, however, the
American tgewmem.l saw to his dismay the
long line of the Chinese army drawn up in
battle array upon the plain, distant some
two miles from his left flank. £ unex-
pected was its appearance in this position
that it was at first nuﬂposed to be a new
force, but the tell-tale balloons floating in
its rear indicated how the range had been
crossed beyond the line of the American
pickets. Hasty orders were at once issued
and fairly executed, and in a short time
the army was drawn up in a position at a
right angle to that it had occupied during
the night. The neglect of the Chinese
general to attack while his opponents were
shifting their position excited some sur-

rise, and was taken as an indication of
ack of ability on his part. At this
juncture the arrival of a flag of
truce created some excitement, but its
mission was nothing more than an offer
to exchange Captain Hainesforthe Chinese
commander’s aid, of which the reader has
already been informed. Haines was a fa-
vorite with tLe American general, or sncha
request would have received lll_fht atten-
tion at this important moment. The propo-
sition wasatonce forwarded to the War De-
partment at Washington by mlitary tele-

hone, wit a favorable recommendation,
he flag withdrew and the movements of
the contlicting armies indicated that the
battle was about to begin.

And where was Haines at this eventful
moment? He was leaningover the rail of a
balloon which tloated motionless above the
mountains oppusite the leit wing of the
Chinese army, and by his side a spectator
almost as interested as himself stooa the
lithe figure of Mauna Qua. In what might
be called the bow of the bal-
loon stood the Chinese command-
er, surrounded by his immediate
staff. His forces, as well as those of
the enem{. lay clearly outlined beneath
him, as though drawn upon amap. The
telephone in his hand communicated by a
dozen different wires with his several co
commanders, whom he thus handled as a
chess-player his men. Haines and Mauna
stood some distance apart from this group,
but Yih-Hun occasionally paused in the
midst of his duties to say a pleasant word
to them or to answer some question of
Haines.

The construction of the machine which he
now occupied, similar to those which he had
seen on the debarkation of the hostile
army, had at first attracted Haines’s atten-
tion. These air-ships were constructed, as
Huines had conjectured, ol extremely thin
plates of aluwininm; but, thin as they
were, he soon found, by arapid calculation,
that & balloen made of them was too
heary to be Jifted by hydrogen gas. He
mentioned this to Yih-Hun,

“You are right,” said the latter. “Hydro-

n gas would not do.”

“What do you use, then?”

“Vachyvgen.”

“What's that?”

“One of the elements of oxygen. Our
chemists discovered some three years ago
that oxygen was composed of twoelements,
vachygen :nd veauygen, the first of which
is one-fourih lighter than hydrogen. Itis
this which not only enables us to use al-
uminium, H>ut also to carry a regiment of
men at & time."”

“1 see,” said Haines,
arate the elements?”

“Ah, that would be giving aid and com-
fort to the enemy if I were totell you that,”
was the smiling reply. “That is a military
secret. It is & very intricate process, done
under enormous pressure, whieh can only
be obtained bx means of the Ke-li motor.”

“The whatt

“The Ke-li motor. Did you never hear of
it? Why, Ke-li was an American.”

“Oh!” exclaimed Haives. "“The Keely
motor. Is there such a thing?”

“Yes. Here isone which we use to propel
this balloon. Yousce we take ap ourcable,
ran it arcand this big wheel or drum, and
then wind ourselves along the cable by
means of the motor. Ke-l1 came to China
some fifteen years ago. The Emperor took
him under his protection, and he died re-
cently a mandarin of four tails and a com-
mander in the order of the Seventeen lm-
perial Umbrellas”

“Do you understand the priunciple npon
which the motor works!” “Ou, yes. This
chamber 18 the reverlLerator, which trita-
rates the molecular forces disseminated by
ope minim of HOZ These pass to this
eylinder, which is the aguiferator. When
squiferated they are pno longer congem-
inated, but concoagulated, and thus readily
combine in this tank, where, under pres-
sure, they become conglutinated. Emerg-
iug thence, they pass into this reserveir.”

“Oh, yes;: 1 think ] onderstand,” said
Haines, whose scientific knowledge was
considerabie, “I think I see the principle
on which it works, | mean fo try to maks
such & motor when 1 am exchanged, for it
must be of the greatest possible use to you.”

“Itis of vital importance to us, Haines,
and you must not think that I would Lave
teld you so much of its workings were there
not another, and the most difficult process
of all, which | bave not explained.”

“What is that process?”

“Ob, we phenétize the resultants after

h_lvin.btho conglutinator.”
o ow do you ‘dtl)llhstf’ -
“That, my dear fellow, m remain &
secret. It would be worth the heads of a
' army to lisp it,”

This conversation relative to the su-ship
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and its motor was interrupted by the be-
giuning of the battle of Ubet.

The initial movement was made by the
American army, which moved forward in
line of battle, in order to take possession of
a slight rise of ground which rose from the
plain about half a mile in front of its left
wing. This elevation was occupied and
several batteries were stationed upon it,
which at once opened upon the Chinese
forces, distant some twenty-five hundred
yards. A general advance was then inade
along the line in the “clouds of skirmishers”
prescribed by tactics, and firing became
general on the part of the army of the
United States as soon as they had ap-
proached within eighteen hundred yards of
the enemy. In the meantime a strong
foree, consisting of the entire Third Corps
haa been stationed between the range and
the foot-hills, with orders to march along
the valley between them until opbposite
the Chinese left, when they were to emer
from the valley to the plain and attack the
enemy’s left wing. The Chinese mean-
while withheld their fire for some time
after the American advance began, although
snffering considerably from their oppo-
nents’ volleys. Their forces were drawn
upin long, thin suceessive lines of battle,
while heavy masses of reserves could be
seen in their rear,

The scene {from the car occupied by
Haines was now grand in the extreme. The
whole battle lay beneath him, like a pict-
ure, The minutest details were visible,
and Haines even imagined that he counld
detect his own regiment by the gallant
manner in which it dashed forward. The
thander of the a:tillery, the rattle of small
arms, and even the shrill cries of the
wounded, ascended to his ears in an inces-
sant, monotonous murmur. Suddenly the
Chinese commander placed the transmitter
of his telephone to his lips and uttered
some words through 1t. In an instant
along the lines of nis forces arose light
and incessant puffs of transparent vapor
as they opened fire, The noise of the bat-
tle did not, however, seem to become
louder,

*“The fire of your troops does not seem to
increase the din of battle, Mlle, Mauna,”
said Haines in French, the only language
Enown to both, to the fair girl by his side.

“No,” was thereply. “Our guns are prac-
tically noiseless. They make a slight his-
sing sound and that is all.”

“Then you do not use Fun-powdor.”

*Oh, no; only the Ke-i motor.”

Haines asked no further guestions, but
mentally wondered at the immense capa-
bilities of that mysterions force. Just

then, while his eye happened to be fixed |g

upon a twelve-gun battery below him, he
saw the three gnus on the left of the bat-
tery simultaneously dismounted by a shot
from the Chinese artiliery. The dismount-
ing of field-pieces in battle is no ununsual
thing, bat Haines was much surprised at
what he beheld. These guns had not only
been dismonnted, but they had been hurled
from their carriages in a direction at a
right angle to that in which they had been
pointing, Haines looked beyond them for
some flanking battery, but there was noth-
ing to their left but the level plain, stretch-
ing to the horizon.

““How that could be done by a shot from
their front I'll be hanged if I see,” he mut-
tered to himself,

Tarning his gaze farther to the front he
saw that the heavy hines of the Awerican
skirmishers were now retiring in some dis-
order, and that the Chivese ines were be-

inning to advance slowly, The American
orce which had been sent along the base
of the mountains to attack the Chinese left
wing had been confronted hy a superior
force, and after a sharp confliet had been
obliged to seek to rejoin the main army
by marching by the left flank across the
foot-hills, losing heavily as they did so. Ex-
teusive preparations were now seen being
made along the United States lines for a
decisive movement. Battery after battery
was hurried to the extreme front, and a de-
structive fire was opened from several hun-
dred field pieces. Meanwhile an assaulting
party of two entire corps was massed upon
the right wing. The whole army then ad-
vanced slowly, with its left wing refused,
while the assaulting column dashed for-
ward with loud cheers.

The wily Chinese general, to whom in his
airy station these preparations had been
clearly apparent, had prepared for this as-
sault by streugthening his left wing, while
he had at the same time ordered up many
reserves to his right wing, which he had
slightly advanced. The assanlting column
dashed forward in fine order, though losing
beavily, but when it had attained a dis-
tance of some eight hundred yardsfrom the
enemy its advance began to slacken.
Haines then saw what were to him two
wholly inexplicable movewents. He no-
ticed, first, that not only the front ranks
of the Chinese army were firing, but that
every man in their successive lines of
battle was firing straight in frout
of him, and apparently at the backs
of bhis comrades before him. The
elevation at which the pieces were held
showed that they could not be firing over
their comrades’ heads. While wondering
at this, Haines noticed through his tield-
glass that the men in the outer files of the
charging party, on both sidesof the colamn
were in a state of confusion and panie, and
were gazing with consternation to their
right and left, and gesticulating in those
directions as though they were being at-
tacked from those quarters., Haines
glanced to right and left, but could see
nothing from which sﬁanﬁing fire could
have been delivered, nor anything what-
ever to account for the paniec which he
witnessed. While he noted all this with
surprise and wonder, the column, which
had now ceased to advance, began to waver
and in a moment, despite the efforts of its
officers, broke, turned and fled. At the
instant the calm voice of the Chinese
commander was heard at the telephone
and in a second the whole Chinese
army began moving slowly forward, its ad-
vavced wing overlapping and partially
flanking the ticeing masses of the broken
column, upon which they poured a de-
structive cross-fire. At the same moment
the detachment which had repulsed the
ﬂankinsiorce of the Americans, and bad
followed it over the foothills, opened fire
upon the right tlank of their army. Just
at this eritical period Haines saw the ranks
of the Chinese army opposite the American
front open to right and left to give passage
to a score or more of huge, car-like objects,
which dashed forward with an almost in-
credible speed, emitting at the same time a
continuous and rapid tire from the guns
mounted upon them, as was evidenced from
the jets of vapor which incessantly shot
from their sides. They appeared like min-
iature forts. propelled Ly some internal
motor, capable of containing some
two hundred men, and apparently
armored sufliciently to resist musketry.
Their wheels were protected by their
armored sides. These machines dashed
over the somewhat uneven plain us easily
as & battery of field pieces would have
galloped over the same. ‘The guns mounted
upon their sides, were apparently some-
what similar to the machine guns of the
United States forces, capable of discharg-
ing an enormous number of of shots per
minute, and were mounted so as to permit
of their beiug fired from the shoulder, like
the rail gun used upon men-of-war. These
novel ergines of warfare were, in short, the
war churiots of history improved by mod-
ern acience into machines infinitely more
formidable than their prototypes. Before
Haines could examine them more closely
they had plunged awid the aiready disor-
gamzed ranks of the Americanarmy. Such
a shock no enemy could resist, and after a
short but inefiectaal atmgg'la the army
gave way and began to retreat, which was
soon converted by the rapid pursuit of the
Chinese and the swift assaults of the char-
1ots into & complete rout.

Haines stood gazing upon the rout of his
conntrymen with a dull feeling of torpid
amazenunt. He felt none of the anguish
which he should have ex;‘verienced. A sen-
sation of stupid bewilderment possessed
his mind, A feeling of weakuess and
fatigue came over him, and he threw him-
seif into & deck chair near at hand and
stared at the bottom of the car for a long
time. He was not thivking. His min
seemed incapable of thought. He could
only mentally repeat over and over uncon-
veoted and senseless words and Ehmu.
He was ugualy conscions through it all
that the Tartar General was standing not
far from him and looking with malignant
delight uwpon his distress, At length he
roused himself and looked about him. Woeo-
Lee bad disappeared, but Mauna-Qua was
sitting near by and leoking at him with a
sad and sympathetic expression. It waas in
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no part of Haines's nature to betray weak-
uess in the presence of others, nor especial-
ly in that of 8 woman. He rose with an
air of assumed calmness aud approached
the Chinese girl

“Well, fortune has smiled upon your ban-
ners to-day, Mlle. Maunpa,” be said. “I
would I could congratulate you.”

“Oh, do not spesk of congratulations,
Captain Haines, What subject of congrat-
ulation can one find in that dreadful scene?
This is the first battle I ever saw. It shall
be the last. If it is so dreadful at this dis-
tance what must it be below there among
the dead and dying!” =L

“Was it Napolean who said it is well that
war is so dreadful or we should become too
fond of it?”

“1t is, indeed, terrible,” she said, simply.
‘““Let us leave this place as soon as possible,
I will call Yib and ask him to take us back
to camp.” As she spoke her brother ap-
proached them, )

“You do not take part in the pursuit,
Yih? inguired Haines.

“No; the line of pursuit had been settled
beforehand, and will be earried out by the
differept corps commanders. Father has
just given orders for the balleon to return
to camp.” As he spoke the huge cf'lindor
amidsbips began to revolve rapidly, and
the t.au--slnp started swiftly toward the
wes

“This_is rather an easy way of fightinga
battle, Yibh,” remarked Haines, with attected
coolness. ““You cannot get your blood much
heated by the conflict fighting from this
distance.

*No,” replied Yih-Hun.
much of the stern joy that warriors feel in
directing a battle that is going on two
miles or more away from you. Butitisa
very effective way of tighting.”

““I'nere are several things you must ex-
plain to me,” said Haines, and be described
the accident to the battery, the panicof the
assaniting column and the fire delivered by
the rear ranks of the Chinese army. *“Do
vou know how all these things happened?”

e inquired,

“Oh, yes. Our guns do not shoot in a
straight line unless we want them to,”

“Do you mean to say that they will shoot
around a corner, and that you can flank an
enemy directly in front of you?”

“Yes, we can tire around a coruer, i1f the
angle is not too acute, and we can tlank an
enemy directly in front of us. ‘This,’ as
Hamlet says, ‘was hitherto a paradox.””

“How can that be possible?”

“Fasily enough. You used to pitchinonr
class base-ball nine at the Point, did yon
not! Yes. Well, you used to make your
ba'l:l's’curvo from a straight line, did you
not¥’

“Of course.”

*Well, our guns ehoot somewhat on the
same princivle. They won’t shoot at aright
angle to the gun, but they curve their balls
sufficiently to deliver a very eftective flank-
ing fire. With the up-curve the whole army
can fire at once, the rear men firing over the
front ranks, as you saw to-day, though it
looks as if they were shooting at their com-
rades’ backs.” :

“But youn cannot use conical balls.”

“No, we use round bullets, bnt the Ke-li
motor gives usan initial velocity of 4,000
feet a second, and that gives us as filat a
trsjector as you obtain with conical balls

rifled guns.”

“And the chariots, or whatever you eall
them, that I saw t.o-dnf. are propelled by
the same Ke-li motor, 1 supposel”

“Yes., We use it for almost everything.”

“Well, 1t is strange,” sighed Haines,
“that your people, who are supposed to be
80 conservative and non-inventive, should
have so mnany novel implements of war-
fare, while we, who are called the st in-
ventj've people on earth, are so far | shind
you.

“But these are not our inventions,” was
the reply. *““They are mostly the inven-
tions of Americans, but we have seen the
value of them and encouraged the in-
ventors, while your people would have leg
them starve. Our merit consists only in
knowing a good thing when we ses 1t. You
had Ke-li with you for many years. Why
did you not encourage his labors?”

Haines did not know, and so made no re-
ply. “Well,” he said at last, I have one
consolation at our defeat, that is that our
srmlg was not beaten by the enemy bat by
Ke-1i motors, guns that will shoot in a cir-
cle, chariots as big as a township, and such
infernal contrivances.” Yih-Hun and
Mauna smiled at this nngracious sally, and
at that moment the balloon descended in
the Chinese camp.

CHAPTER IX.
A PRISONER OF WAR.

An exchanged prisoner of war, after the
battle of Ubet, Haines fell into a mood of
listless despair of the fortunes of iis coun-
try which lasted for a week or miore of his
captivigy, if it could be called captivity to
be entertained as one of the family of the
Chinese commander. At last the brotherly
attentions of Yib-Han, the pleasant com-
panionship of Mauna ¢ua and the dignified
hospitality of Ki-Tsin drew him from this
unhealthy mental condition, and he once
more looked foward with some confidence
to the future. With the old Generalissimo
he had become quite a favorite. This per-

son was aman of marked abilities, ashrewd
observer, a keen studentand entirely with-
out those prejudices so natural to a nation
as conservative as the Chinese. He had
been much abroad, and had represented his
sovereign at the courts of several of the
principal nations of Euarope, and had
thus been thrown in contact with
many of the Dbrightest minds of his
time. His son’s acquaintanceship and
former friendship for Haines. bad prepos-
sessed him in that young man’s favor, apd
upon knowing him persounally he soon
recognized him as an esprit fort and one
well informed upon all militarg and polit-
ical subjects. He grew fond of his company
and Haines, on his part, became equally
fond of the dignified old nobleman, often
dining alone with him, discussin¢ subjects
of mutual interest. In person Ki-Tsin was
stout almost to obeseneas, with a benevo-
lent face, a finely formed and massive head
?.nd an expression of keenuess and intel-
1gence.

“There is not

ike most of the olaer officers of the
higher ranks Ki-Tsin wore, instead of the
modern uniform of the army, the old-fash-
ioned robes of a nobleman. A long, loose
robe of blue silk, richly embroidered with
threads of gold, hung to his ankles, bonnd
at the waist by a jeweled belt. Over this
was worn a tuniec of violet silk, the lon
sleeves of whieh covered the hands.
heavy chain of 108 golden balls, called the
chu-chn, hung about his neck. This badge
of authority was originally intended to re-
mind the wearer of his native land, seventy-
two of the balls representing the different
minerals prodaced in China and the re-
maining thirty-six typifying the constella-
tions which shed their rays on that coun-

try.

r'%‘ho army advanced slowly, sometimes re-
maining in camp for two or three days to
allow of expeditions being sent out upcn its
flanks. In i1ts advances Haines either trav-
eled in the balloon reserved for the honse-
hold and staft of the Generalissimo or rode
with Yih-Hun in the advance guard, but,
though he was an accomplished equestrian
and foud of riding, it must be admitted
that it was oftener that he appeared by the
side of Manau Qua in theadvances than by
that of ber brother. He had become very
foud of the beautiful Chinese giri—nay! he
was on the point of admitting to himself
his love for her. She was so different from
any woman he had ever known. Raised
from a child as an associate of her father
and brother, and apart from persons of her
own” sex, her manner had that frankuess
which is said to be the chief charm of
American girls. Her education had been
superior to that of the majority of her sis-
ters of the United States. It is a popular
error that female education is entirely neg-
lected among the Chinese. The fact is
that from the time of Pan Hwni-pan, also
kuown as Pa_n Chao, who succeeded her
brother as historiographer of the Han
Dynasty, abont A. D. 1530, there have been
many educated women in China, and
Mauna was not the least cultured of tizese.
Whatever she did, whether gazing upon
the dead and dying at the battle of Ubers,
dashing over the pleins on her spirited pal-
fry, accompanying her rich contralto npon
the Chinese harp or eniuod in familiar
conversation, she was alike charming, orig-
1nal and womanly.

It 18 not to be supposed that a woman of
Mauna’s acuteness was unaware of the sen<
timent which Haines now cherished for
her, but, whatever her own feelings may
have been, she gave no indications of a
knowledge of his thoughts. Their inter-
couree was as frank and unreserved as be-
fore. Haines was in doubt as to what his
duties were in the premises. Ought he, as
a gentleman, to take advantage of the fa-
miliar terms upon which he kad been ad-
mitted to the family of Ki-Tsin to make
love to his daughter! He had never aa-
mired the character of Othello, and did not
intend to imitate it in this particular.
Would Ki-Tsin ever comseut to give his

daughter to a foreigner! Haines
| ‘breadth of mind, his freed
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dice; but in matters of blood and family
alliances men of the most liberal mind often
display a most inconsistent conservatism.

Aside from being a foreigner, who was he
to aspire to the hand of the daughter of one
of the test nobles of the Chinese em-
pire! He had only his honest name, his
sword and the few thousand dollars left
him br_ his mother. Decidedly, he was not
a brilliant mateh,

From all these doubts and conjectures,
Bro and con, he at last delivered himself

y making g confidant of Yih-Hun.

“(iothea.a. old man,” was his advice. “If
Mauna loves you she will marry you. The
old gentlemnn may object, but she can do
what she likes with either of us,”

*But is if proper for me to speak to her
without asking your father's permission?”

“Why, I do not know whether it is just
prover or not, but I know it would be con-
fonnded poor policy not to do so.”

“But 1 thought you Chinese obeyed your
parents in everything while they lived. and
worshiped them when they were dead.”

“We do—theoretically; the same as yon
Americans keep the Ten Commandments
and love your neighbors as yourselves.”

Haines needed no second hint, and that
evening, as the great balloon slowly snrged
ite way eastward against a light breeze,
which came laden with the sweet breath of
the prairies, beneath a clondless sky, in
which the full moon floated with a good-
natured expression, he told his love to
Mauna as they sat together near the stern.
It matters not the words he used. They
were the fitting expreasion of the love of a
strong and honest man. The fair girl
looked loug and earnestly into the anxious
face of the man before her, and then, with
a little smile, placed ber hand for answer
in his. Her love had dated from the first
moment when she saw him lying pale and
insensible in her brother’s tent.

Long and earnestly did they discuas their
future, but it was Mauna who, with sage
soneralshlp. decided upon their line of con-

uct. Theyv were toremain betrothed until
the end of the war, whenever that might
be, and, in the meantime, Ki-Tsin was not
to know of their engagement. After the
declaration of peace Mauna was to an-
nounce it to her father, after which mat-
ters were to take such a shape as should be
then decided on. Haines took a ring from
his hand and placed it upon her engage-
ment tinger,

“My mother's ring,” he said.

She pressed 1t to her li{a. then took from
her neck a fine necklace bearing an amulag
engraved in Chinese characters with thein-
scription: “*‘May you get the three manys
and the nine likes.” “I have worn it since
a baby,” she said. *“The motto is said,
amoug our people, to bring luck.”

Rapidly tlew the moments as they sat
there, while the bailoon ploughed 1ts way
through the silent night, and many were
the plans which they discussed for their
future. At last they rose reluctantly. As
they did so Haines saw the gaunt fignre of
the Tartar general standing 1n the shadow
of anawning at no great distance from
them. He called Manna’s attention to him
by & pressure of the hand.

“Does that man understand French?” be
inquired, after they had walked forward to
the waist of the air-ship,
lNo; I think not.”

“Whas could he have been doing there?”

“Watchingus. In China every ofticial is
subjected to a periect system of espionage.
We areall watched here. The Tartar gen-
eral is really an exalted spy on my father.”

“Thd scoundrel looks like a spy. He does
not like me, and 1 have a perfect aversion
for him. He looks like a pig-tailed Mephis-
topheles.”

Mauna smiled reproachfuliy.

*It is one of the necessary featnres of a
despotio gwovernment, this constant espion-
age,” she said. **Wo-Lee is next in rank to
my father. 1f father were to die or be de-

sed he would succeed bhim in command.
t is thus to his interest to watch his supe-
rior closely.” .

‘““But is there not a strong temptation for
aman in his ition to make misrepresen-
tations in order tosecure the disgrace of his
chief and his own advaucement

“Perhaps so, but a man of father’s stand-
ing could not be deposed on the mere allega-
tion of Wo-Lee. His reports might lead to
an investigation, but would hardly be acted
upon without confirmation.”

“1t may be so,” replied Haines, “but I
should feel as though the sword of Damo-
cles was suspended over me if I knew that
old villain had the ear of mls,' superiors and
would profit by my downfall.”

*“lt is all in custom and education,” said
Maunna, philosophically. “We are raised
from childhood under a system of espion-
axe, and are aconstomed toit. Do you bave
nothing of the kind here}”

“Yes, we have the newspa
mercantile agencies, and they are bad
enough,” saia Haines. “But AIn Very

lad the old man does not understand

‘rench, as he could easily have overhcard
our conversation, and our engazement
might sbortly have been announced in
Pekin.”

“Yes, it is fortunate.” replied Maana.
“Aud now I must say good night,” and with
an eloquent pressur: of her suitor’s hand
she turned and entered the cabin reserved
for herself and maids.

Meanwhile in the stern of the balloon the
Tartar general finished writing upon the
tablets which he held in his hands, read
what he had written and placed the tab-
lets in a pocket of his robe. As he did so
his sunken eyes gleamed with an eager and
malignant light. *Ca ira, ca ira,” he mut-
tered to himself. “Tout va bien jusqu’an
present. Encore un peude jours et le geen-
eral secai.”

Haines was not slow to communicate his
good fortune to Yih-Hun. The latter con-
gratulated him cordially. ‘“‘But I must not
conceal from you,” he said, *‘that there are
yet many obstacles in your way. Even if
my father’'s consent is nltimately obtaived,
a8 I have nodoubtit will be, there is another
and a very important factor in the problem,
It sometimes happens that the Ewperor
takes aun interest in the marriage of the
dangnters of his principal nobles, and com-
mands them to marry husbands of his own
selection. This might happen in Mauna's
case. Mind you, 1 do not say it will happen,
but it might happen. 1f it should, there
would be no alternative but to obey the
imperial mandate.

The suguzestion of this contingency at
once plunged Haines from the empyrion of
bliss to the depths of despair, and for a
long time he could make mo reply. At
length he roused himself and said, firmly: I
shall not make myseli miserable over a con-
tingeney which may never happen. 1 will
not believe that what you suggest can oc-
cur, Fortune cannot be so cruel, But one
thing worries me. Youn know your old
T:nrt.a’sr friend, who is appropria named
“a‘l,{'e‘.”

“Well, he was standing hiddea by an
awning when Igroposed to Mauna, and I
have no doubt he was listening to what I
said. If he understands French it 18 & seri-
ous matter, is 1t noti”

“I do not think he does,” was the reply.
“But he is a dangerous man, and I bave
recently suspected him of dark designs
against my father. I have refrained from
speaking to you on the subject hitherto be-
cause you were the innocent object on
which he founded his machinations.”

“I¥" cried Haines in amazement.

“Yes. 1counld not, of course, tell you of
it before the arrangements for your ex-
change had been perfected, because 1 knew
you could not be induced to stay with us
anotber moment after you kuew of his
schemes. Now, however, the exchange bas
been”perfeo&ed and will take place to-mor-
Tow.”

“To-morrow! Why did you not tell me
thurge!ora! I am to be exchanged to-mor-
row

“Yes; I did not tell you sooner because I
only learned the fact myself a haif-bour
ago, and you were then with Maana. Buat
now, as I say, that you have been ex-
changed, or are abont to be, 1 do not mind
telling yon that Wo-Lee haus represented in
Pekin that father and I have held traitor-
ous intercourse with the analng. that you
were a spy opeuly entertained by us while
taking notes of our numbers and resources,
and that negotiations for the betrayal and
surrender of the army bhad been made
through you.”

“The black-hearted villain!” execlaimed
Haines, passionately, as he passed upand
down in extreme excitement. “I would
kill him imtantl{’ like a dog 1f that wounld
not appear to substantiate his calumnies.
O, Yih, what have I brought upon you and
Mauna and your noble old father! Would
I bad been dashed to pieces when I fell
from the flume!” 3 :

*Do not {eel so badly, Haines.” said Yih-
Huu, soothingly. *1 said Wo-Lee had re-
ported these lies. 1 did not say that they
were believed. I luckily obtained some in-
formation of his schemes some ten days
ago, and representations have been made
by this time at Pekin that I have no doubt
will render his calumnies barmless. I have
told you thisin order that you mightsee the
necessity of the greatest care in communi-
cating with Mauna and wyself during the
continuance of the war. Perbaps it would
be better for us not to communicate at all.
You will see the necessity of this.”

“Yeos,” said Haines, with a groan. "Yn
I see the awful, absolute necessity
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it. It will be hard, but rather than sab- |

ject you to the slightest risk I would be
torn to pieces.” :

“It will not be long,” said Yih-Hun, con-
loliu&ly. “I doubt if the war lasts three
months longer.”

“You deceive yonrself, Yih. You under-
rate vur resources and—pardon me-you
overrate your own. Youar novel engines of
war have been effective so far, but our peo-
ple will soon we accustomed to them,
as the Romans did to the elephants of
Phyrrus. They will imitate them, and per-
haps improve on thewm.”

Yih-Hun shook his head. *“Yon have yet
seen but a tenth vart of our engines of
war,” he said. *“For instance, do you know
what that is?” pointing, as he spoke, to &
buge, dark object, to the transport of
which a whole balloon of the largest size
was devoted.

‘r:iiiolx uhoulltd n” u{: Haines, somewhat
3 ably., * may your army sou
kettle for ali I know.” >

“Wait & moment,” replied Yih-Hun, smil-
mng, “ana ! will show you what it is.” The
balloons were now holding a course which
in a few minutes would Lring them within
a balf mile of a high, red sandsione butte
which reared its head proudly above the
chaos of ravines, precipices. hills and pla-
teausabout it, Yih-Hun now gave a rapid
command, whiech was repeated by his or-
derly through the aerophone of the air-ship.
An answering hail was at once heard from
the balloon bearing the mysterious object
under discussion.

“Now watch the butte,” said Yih-Hun,
as the fleet of balloons reached a posi-
tion where the batte was, in nantical par-
%;neo.”bmld off their weather bow. *“Look

ere.

As Haines obeyed this injonction a slen-
der thread of light shot from the side of the
engine referred to, and a shrill, whistling
sound, like the hissing of a whip-lash, was
heard. At the same moment the summit of
the butte burst intoan intolerably brilliant
flame. Haines waited to see the fire go out,
aiter the charge which had evidently been
thrown upon the hill should be consum
but the tlames grew fiercer and fiercer unti
it was evident that the immense, solid sand-
stone butte was being consumed. Weirdly
flared the red and yellow flames from the
barning clift, lighting up with their fitful
glare many a league of broken and chaotic
country. Haines watched the strange con-
flagration for many minutes and until the
burning butte was far behind the fieet.

“Something on the order of Greek fire?”
be im‘uirad at length, in a voice which was
!ntended to express no surprise.

*You might say so,” was the reply, “but
a great improvement on the old article,
even if all we read aboat the latter were
true. By the way, did you know that the
Chinese were the inventors of Greek fire,
a8 well as of ganpowder! They were, The
invention of the fire is usually ascribed to
Callinicus, of Heliopolis, about the year
688 of your era, but the secret of its manu-
facture was really bronght to Constatino-

lca:l fl‘(:l’n China, or Cathay, by the way of
ndia.

“Itlooks,” said Haines, whose eyes were
still bent on the glowi;;gmasu behind them,
and who apoarently had paid but little at-
tention to his friend’s learned remark, *'it
looks very much as thoagh this might be a
fair imitation of ‘the fire that burneth for-
ever and ever,” to useourScriptural phrase,
Anything that will burn up solid sand-
stone would probably revel in the combus-
tion of ice or snow. Wh; did you not use
this contrivance at Ubety”

“Why,” replied Yih-Hup, in a serious
tone, “both my father and myself doubt if
it can properly be used in civilized warfare
—that is, against bodies of troops. 1tistoo
horrible in 1ts effecta. At a half-mile range
a whang-ho, as we call the machine, will
throw a spray of fire similar to that yon
have just seen, over a space equal to that
ordinarily occunpied in action by a division
of troops. That means that every enemy
Ti'l!thil’l’ the radius named would be burned
alive,

“C’est magnifigue, mais ¢e n'est pasla
guerra,” quoted Haines, thoughtfully. -

*No,” replied his companio:.. “It is not—
at least not civilized warfare. You will ot
be surprised to learn, however, that our
friend the Tartar General was very indig-
nant because we did not use these weapons
at Ubet, and the fact that we did not con-
stitutes one of thecharges made against my
father to his Imperial I?elty.” )

“There seems to be no limit,” said Haines,
thoughtfully, “to thenamberand ingenunity
of your engines of war, but if we cannot
fight you we can, at least, starve yon. You
will find it imoossible to feed your immense
numbers after your forces get a little
further inland.”

Yib-Hunsmiled. “Tastethis,” he said, as
he handed his companion a small cake of
the color and somewhat the consistency of
chocolate. Haines tasted it It bad a nutty,
pungent flaver, not at all disagreeable,

“What is this?” he asked,

“lt is a food made from the nut of the
kola tree. It was first made and used by
the French. It is nutritious, sustaining
aud stimnlating. Two of these little cakes
are a meal for astrong man. Used with
the commonest kinds of vegetables or
grasses, it supplies all that is necuu? to
support life. A soldier can carry a three
months’ supply, besides his arms and am-
munition. e have more than a year’s sup-
ply for the whole army with us. If you
were to absolutely cut off all other supplies
we conld maintain the army for a year on
this food.”

“You have an anawer foreverything, Yih,
but you cannot convince me that America
is to be conquered in so short a time, or, in-
deed, conquered at all. When is my ex-
change to take place!” ;

At 10 o’clock to-morrew morning, at a
place about twenty-five miles from here,
We shall halt, presently, near there. It is
now a little past midnight.

“l must see Mauna again, Yih. Will you
arrange for it?’

“Yes: yon remain on the balloon after
the halt. EKvery one will then leave it but
the crew and Mauna and her attendants.
I wi!l see that Wo-Lee does not molest

ou,’

*God bless you, Yih. May all these tan-
gled threads be straightened for the best.”

The next day two small bodies of -horse-
men approached each other upon the banks
of the Yellowstone river, They met upona
small mound or butte near the banks of the
stream, and Haines, as he dismounted, was
claspeti about the neck by the strong arms
of his friend Fuller, while Yih-Hun greeted
as warmly, if not with the same effusive-
ness, a handsome young Chinese officer who
had arrived with the American party. The
officers of the two detachments were in-
troduced to each other, and the necessary
formalities were gone through with, after
which some time was spent in faneral con-
versation, At length the signal for depart-
ure was given. Haines and Yih embraced
warmly, but they were both too much
aftected to speak. A whispered message
for Mauna, a last clasp of the hand, and
Haines flung himself upon the horse pro-
vided for him, and rode rapidly away, not
trusting himself tv look back. An hour's
riding brought his party to the American

camp.
CHAPTER X.
A SPY WITHIN CHINESE LINES,

Haines was warmly welcomed back by
his friends of the Army of the West. He at
once reported at headquarters, where the
story of his capture and life among the
Chinese was listened to with the most

marked attention by General Gregg. It is
pecdless to say, however, that one chapter
of his adventures was not related. At the
conclusion of his narrative he was agreea-
bly surprised to be rewarded for the same
by the presentation of his commission us a
major of infantry, the casualties at the

battle of Ubet having resulted in his pro-
motion to that rank.

“Owing to your superior knowledge of
the Chinese and their methods of warfare,
Major Haines,” said General Gregg, ‘‘vou
will be a very vaiunable man for we to have
about me. 1shall therefore appeint you
an aid upon my stafi, with the rank of
colenel. You will enter upon your duties

a8 800D 88 possible, say day after to-wor-

w.

Haines thanked his commander warmly
and hastened away to see the many friends
from whom he had been so Jong absent.
Some of these, he found, had metasoldier’s
death at Ubet, others were invahded, and
still others evidenced their valor at that
disastrous battle by their scars and empty
sleeves. The familiar face of Fuller was
missing, that gallant ‘fnnn; officer havin
been seriously wounded at the battle o
Ubet, and being still absent upon his sick
leave at his home in western New York.
Frow his surviving associates Haines ob-
tained the first news of” the general status
of the war which he had heard since his
capture, nearly a month before. The Army
of the wesl. he found, had been reorganized
and recruited up to a strength of 300,000
it A sk b o SooBSgEs

tter ed, an _
itself and its commander than it had

when he left it. Iun the East hofllﬂ.zeé |
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population of the sections throngh which
tbey passed tewding to embarrass them,
and to make the concentration of tuvz
about them easier. The Army of the M
sissippi bud suifrred some severe repulcs,
but 1n retiin Lad infiicted heavy

upon their assailants. The Atlantic army
bad had an euntire corps of 50,000 men cus
oif and destroyed, Dut no permanent ad-
vantage had resulted thereby to the Amer-
ican cause, The blockade along the coast
was fairly ellective, and tea, coflee and
sugar were salready luxuries be.ond the
reaoh of the average purse. Une biockad.
ing ship had been captured by s

and engineers and scientists were examin-
ing it with a view to building similar ves-
wf- for the United States navy. Specie
pavment had been suspended and gold was
at u premium of 25 per cent. A new eall
for 2.000,00¢ volunteers had just been made,
There was as yet no hope for a foreigu alli-
ance, aud there were rumors (3! the arrival
of Chinese reinforcements. This was the
substance of what Haives learned from hig
friends. To aman with Haines's knowl-
edge of the resources of the Chinese, the
condition of affairs was not encouraging, as
be was obliged to admit to himself.

On the third day after his return he en-
tered n}nn bis duties as an aid nton the
stafi of the commanding mgeneral. The
Chinese army had not moved during thag
time and the two forces lay distant about
ten miles from each ether. On the evening
of the day referred to Haines was called in
haste to the tent of General Gregg. He
found that officer in a condition of nnususd
excitement. On his arrival the General
hastily wrung bis band, ordered the tent to
be cieared and directed the sentinel before
it toadnut no one. Then wiping the per-
spiration from his brow he drew from bhis
camp desk two papers of an official appear-
ance and handed them to Haines.

“Read that,” he said excitedly. “We
bave just captured a messenger with 1t.”

Haines took the pavers and unfolded
them. The first was a large document writ-
ten in the Chinese character upan parchs
ment and was decorated with a large golden
seal. The other was evidently at
tion of the former, in the handwriting of
the official Chinese interpreter attacbed to
beadquarters, Haines began to read the
translation standing, but he had noi pro-
ceeded far before his trembling limbs gave
way beneath him and he sank into a camp
chair. The translation read as follows:

“We, Kwang-Su, of the Tsin Dynasty, the Son
of Heaven, the Celestial Bm*etezv-, ki peror
China aud Corea, to our Servani, wo-Lee, Greet-
inf—-lt baviug been made kpown to us by thy
faithful reports that Ki-Tsin, generalissimo of
our imperial army of the Pacitie, in the Umited
States of America, 18 traitopously disaflected
toward our person; that Le bath traitorously
traflicked with, and given aid and cowmfort te
our enemies; that he bath entertained as a gu«l‘-
a spy, Fan-Kwei, and hath with bim conce
for the betrayal and surrender of our imperial
army, now, therefore, theso things baving been
discussed Ly the Chiuu-Li, in due form, and by is
presented 1o us, ;

“It is herely ordained: Let Ki-Tsin die tbe

death. Let Yih-Hun die the death. Let our
faithful servant Wo-Lee take command of our
jmperial army of the Pacitie, and let him ve
obeved as its comnmander.

“And inasmuch as the maiden, Mauna-Qua, al-
beit a daughter of arebel, and her lte being
justly forfeit for his erimes, hath found favor in
the eyes of our servant Wo-Lee, and he hath pe-
titioned us that we give him the band of the said
maiden in marriage; now, therefore, these mai
ters having been discussed by the Chiun-14 in
due form, and by it presented to us,

It is ordained: Let the malden be pardoned
for the erimes of Ki-Tsin, and let her marry our
servant, Wo-Lee. “WE, THE EMPEROR.

“Given at our celestial palace at Pekin, ete.”

Haines read the fatal mandate through
slowly, and then began and read it again.
He noted every particular expression and
weighed every word, He was very pale;
and his hand trembled violently as he re-
turned the papers to his superior.

“Well,” said the General, impatiently,
“what had we best do! You know these
people, I suppose. They have evidentiy be-
gun to fight among themselves. That is
well for us. The more dissensions and
throat-cuttings among them the better. I
suppose that it will be to onr advantage to
have this Ki-Tsin oat of the way, as he has

roved himself to be an able general. On

e whole I think we had better let the dis-
patch go through, don’t you?”

“General, for the love of God, do no such
thing.” It was a wild, heartrending cry
that forced itself from Haines's breast be-
fore he conld repress it,

“Why, Haines, what does this wean?”
crfed the General, with sur rise. “You are
as pale as death, and look as if yon were
about to faint. Here, drink this,” and he
filled a glass with wine and placed it at the

oung officer’s lips. “Come,” he said, after

aines had drained the glass; ‘‘thore is
more back of this than you have told me.
Out with it.” :

Thus exhorted Haines told his love for
Mauna, their orief courtship, his affection
for Yih-Hun and his father, and rapidly de-
scribed Wo-Lee. *“It would be the worst

ssible policy,” he went on bhurriedly, “'to

et Wo-Lee obtain the command, leaving
out of the question my own feelings for Ki-
Tsin and Lis family, Wo-Lee is a cruel,
bigoted fanstie. In command he wonid
become a second scourge of Ged. The
miseries that he would infiiet upon our
non-combatants would be dreadful. lHeis
fully as able a general as Ki-Tsin, withont
the former's moderation and bumanity.
He is even more energetic than the present,
commander, and I have no donbt would be
E.'llly' a more formidable antagonist than

l' Bln-

“But what can we do? Thisis doubtlesa
not the only dispateh. Others of the same
tenor have probably been sent by different
routes confirming i1t. The destruction of
this dispatch will not save your friends,”

“No, it will not,” said Haines, despond.
ently. “General,” he eried, mgldcnly. after
a silence of some moments, “‘give me thai
dispatch, and let me have a few daye’ leave
of absence.”

“What do yon mean to do?”

“I'll take the order to Yih-Hun myself. If
I succeed in doing so, no doubt he and his
sister can induce their father to come off to
our camp. If he wonld do so, think what
we wili gain. They know aill the Chinese
plans and resources, the secreta of their
mechanical contrivances—everythiug. They
are men of honor, bnt they will sarely feel
themselves absolved from all allegisnes to

an ungrataful tyrant who has sentenced
them to s#n undeserved death, and their
gratitude to me would also have some
weight with them.”

“But do not these Orientals die passive-
ly, withoat remonstrance, when their Em.
peror orders i, thinking that fate hasso
willed it?”

“Some of them may.” said Haines, “bus
Ki-Tsin and Yih-Hun are men of too brosd
minds and too high an appreciation of the
value of life to throw it away at the order
of a despot. Besides, they would not wans

But what
say you, General?”’ >

“lfow will {0“ get throngh their iines?

“] havea Chineseuniform which Yih-Hun
gave me. i ean speak their Janguage sufli-
ciently for my purposes if it becomes neces-
sary. Aws to the rest | must rely on fortune
and my native wit.”

“Very well, Major,” said the General at
length, “yon may go. [ consent beeanse
can see taat if the Chinese commander an
his son will come to us and will sid us they
will be very important allies. | doubt very
much, however, whether they will do either,
They will probably out with their swords
ae soon a8 they read the mandate and com-
mit hara-kiri. Batyou may go. The possi-
ble result is worth the risk. \WWhen wiil you
start}” : .

“lmmediately. There is no time to be
lost. Good-bye, General.”

“*Good-bye, Major. | wish you success, bus

11 never see you again,
: fe‘a(rnf :hl?l not, Uenfrfl. uniess 1 succeed,
Farewell.” And Haines, with the fetal
warrant in his band, hurried to his tent to
make the necessary preparations for his
lous enterprise.

pe;ln hour Int::r a man enveloped in a lon

military cloak stole through the pickets o

the American army at a point where they
had pnrpesely been stationed “‘“}!u]gp.m
Reaching a poirt some half-mile beyoud
the lines he found a borse saddied and bri.
dled, awaiting him: in the charge of an
orderly. Throwing off his cloak and toss
uniform of a Chinese oflicer, sprang to the
saddle and rode awiftly away in the direo

| tion of the Chinese camp. An hour's gallop

bronght the night rider near his destine

| tion. and when at last the reflection on the

sky of the electric lights of the Chinese
camp showed it near at hand be dismount
ed, unbridled his horse, tied the bridle to
its saddle, and wheeling the animal in the
direction from which he had come, and say-
g e word in its ear, he sent it off in e
brisk canter. The man then b can
tiously forward, until he bad surmounted »
little rise of ground from wineh the
my'scamp could be plainly seen at a v
tance of some three thousand yards.®™ It
was brilliantly illuminated, mJotctll.
search-lights, momentarily sb to beay
n the different parts of the n.m up
;r:ln. threatencd ‘o disclose s
bat distance, He accordingl)




